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Imagine! Foundation 
Updates

Wanna hear some “sweet” 
news? Check out this 
month’s update with 

Patti Micklin!

Lunch and Learns
 for 2021

Check out all of the great 
Lunch and Learns scheduled 

for this year!

BLM Coalition 
Communications 

Learn how you can join the 
dialogue on advancing racial 

and social equity in this 
month’s update!
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When Teri Leiker was senselessly murdered, Mikii stepped up and took 
on much of the role as the liaison between Imagine! and Teri’s family. 
This was especially difficult not only because she was communicating 
with a grieving family, but also because Mikii had her own close 
relationship with Teri and was heartbroken as well. She exhibited great 
compassion and empathy throughout, and displayed a can-do attitude 
with moving into the future and helping others heal. She even spoke 
on behalf of the family at the Imagine! memorial service and on behalf 
of Imagine! at the community-wide memorial service held in Boulder. 
Mikii’s strength enabled many others to mourn Teri’s loss in their own 
ways, and we will be forever grateful for her.

Excellence in Customer Service

Thank you, Mikii, for all you do, and congratulations!

The following was included in Mikii’s nomination:

May 2021

Mikii Schoech 
 Case Management

Know an Imagine! employee providing exceptional service? Nominate them for the
Excellence in Customer Service Award! (http://bit.ly/ImagineExcellence)
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I keep thinking about our community of supporters and how they have shown up for 
Imagine! throughout the pandemic. We’ve currently raised over $900,000 this fiscal year 
and that number continues to grow. So does the proverbial light at the end of the tunnel. 
In years prior to the pandemic, businesses partnered with us for special fundraising events 
to support Imagine!. Of course that was paused in 2020. But now, we have two exciting 
activities on the horizon, and both are thanks to donors thinking of Imagine!.

Imagine! has been selected to be this year’s Run for the 
Sun 5K nonprofit partner, receiving proceeds from the 4th 
annual running of the race to support Imagine! services. 
The race, based in Lafayette, will be virtual this year. You 
can run or walk your own event (approximately 5K or 3500 
steps) in your own way (on a treadmill, laps around the 
backyard, through a neighborhood, on a trail, or whatever!). 
Do it independently or in small family groups beginning 
June 14 through June 20. Registration is $10. Participants 
receive a running buff (face mask) while supplies last. The 
Imagine! Foundation is sponsoring the event in memory of 
Teri Leiker. We were selected thanks to an Imagine! donor 
who is involved in organizing the race.

Next up - who loves gelato? (Ok, does anyone not?!) 
Imagine! is going to have its very own gelato flavor. It 
will be sold by the pint at the Gelato Boy locations in 
Boulder and Denver and available online as well! I will 
unveil our flavor and the name of our gelato next month 
since we are still working out the details. Imagine!’s 
gelato will also showcase an amazing Imagine! artist on 
the label. We will receive a significant portion of the 
proceeds. This incredible opportunity came to us from 
Zoe Polk, Imagine! Foundation Board of Directors.

Last but definitely not least, we said farewell to Heather Sabo on April 30, after 15 
incredible years at the Imagine! Foundation. We all wish her well, and we’re glad to know 
her new position doesn’t take her too far away – she’ll be working for the YMCA just up 
the road from us in Lafayette. 
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We have switched to rotating meetings to try and 
include more members and accommodate various 
schedules. The next meeting dates are:

Thursday, April 29 at 1:00pm  (Planning)
Monday, May 10 at 3:00pm   (Implementation) 
Thursday, May 27 at 3:00pm  (Planning) 
Monday, June 7 at 3:00pm   (Implementation)

We plan to have a new structure moving forward 
with new meeting times and days, where we’ll focus 
on establishing an action plan one week, then at the 
following meeting we’ll focus on executing on the 
action items we previously identified.

The group will be compiling educational resources 
such as podcasts and other resources we want to 
share with the greater Imagine! community onto a 
shared drive. If you have any resources you’d like to 
share, please email them to Erika Schroeder at 
eschroeder@imaginecolorado.org along with a one 
sentence recap, or what your takeaways were, and 
she will add them to the drive. We are working on 
getting this resource onto a shared drive and we will 
let you know when it is available. 

You are invited to be a part of a national dialogue 
on  Racial & Social Equity in Employment for People 
with Disabilities. This opportunity is open through 
April 26th. Feel free to pass this link on to clients, 
guardians, providers and others who you believe 
would like to have their voices heard in this dialogue!  

As always, you can reach the BLM Coalition through 
the group email - blmcoalition@imaginecolorado.org 
or through the Black Lives Matter chat on zoom. 

Three Black and disabled folx (a non-binary person holding a cane, a 
non-binary person in a power wheelchair, and a woman on a folding 
chair) raise their fists on the sidewalk in front of a white wall. Photo 
taken by Chona Kasinger and is attributed to Disabled And Here.

Providing a world of opportunity 
for artists of all abilities

Mother's Day greeting cards and jewelry created by
Imagine! artists are now for sale! The reviews are in as
one community member reacted to the greeting
cards by saying "these are Hallmark quality!" See for
yourself at the Imagine! Etsy Shop!

 All artists receive a portion of the proceeds minus
material costs and fees. If you would like to avoid the
shipping cost and pick up purchases, write a note on
the Etsy checkout page and I will refund your
shipping after the fact. Then I will contact you about
coordinating a pickup time.

Happy shopping, and thank you for creating a world
of opportunity for all abilities! 

Mother's Day Gifts
Submitted by: Scott Wendelberger

Imagine! Etsy Shop 

By the numbers:

Greeting Card: $2.50 
Jewelry: $12

http://bit.ly/Imagine
COMothersDay
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Tania
Sisel
Family Support
Navigator

Mei Lin
Wright
Dixon Building
Receptionist

The Imagine! Employee Engagement Committee (EEC) is dedicated 
to providing fun and meaningful activities and events for all Imagine! 
employees. The EEC recently added new members and we are excited to 
start planning and hosting new events! Have a fun idea for us to explore? 
Email EEC@imaginecolorado.org.

Chelsea
Jackson
HR Benefits 
Administrator

Shannon
Mitchem
HR Coordinator

Emma
Goodenow

Sylvia
Cardozo-McGee

Maria
Womer
Garden Place
Site Supervisor

Scott
Wendelberger
Communications/
Marketing

ASD Program
Coordinator

Bilingual Service
Coordinator

The Imagine! EEC

Introducing new and current members of 
the Imagine! Employee Engagement 
Committee (EEC).

Imagine!’s Vaccine Clinic Success
Imagine! is proud to be doing our part 
to get people to #RollUpTheirSleeves. 
In conjunction with the Association for 
Community Living (ACL) and Boulder 
County Public Health, we’ve vaccinated 
close to 1,000 individuals with IDD through 
two large clinics (first doses delivered April 
2 and April 16) and a smaller equity clinic 
for clients who need a less sensory-rich 
environment held on April 19. We are so 
grateful to the many organizations and 
individuals who have been part of this 
monumental effort. Extra special credit 
goes to Jenna Corder, Imagine!’s Director 
of Client Relations, for leading this effort 
to keep our community and those we serve 
safe and healthy. 

Some of the participants reached out to tell 
us about their experiences. Here are a few 
quotes from them:

“Everyone there made the trip for his 
vaccine go well! We appreciate it more than 
you’ll ever know!” 

“I just wanted to let you know that I spoke 
with a parent on the phone today who 
had nothing but a glowing review about 
the vaccination clinic that she and her 
daughter participated in through Imagine!. 
This parent was very impressed by the 
organization, the amount of tables/booths/
volunteers, and the ease of accessible 
drop-off and parking. She also mentioned 
that she and her daughter shared a special 
bonding moment with a volunteer in the 
waiting area afterward.”

“I wanted to thank you. My daughter and 
her boyfriend got their vaccine Monday 
at the Imagine! clinic. She said everyone 
was so nice and that she had a good 
experience.”
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Learn and practice activities for an eco-friendly 
lifestyle, including ways to use and accumulate 
less stuff, decrease waste, and conserve natural 
resources. Wellness Campaign begins Monday, 
June 7th. Watch this video to learn more!

Questions? Contact Chelsea Jackson  
cjackson@imaginecolorado.org

No worries! You can still watch the 
livestream from the event 

by clicking here: 
http://bit.ly/ImagineArtShowLivestream

Nov. 1st at 12pm & 

Nov. 3rd at 5pm

Cultivating Holiday Ease

hosted by Elevations Credit

Union

 Lunch and Learns 2021

May 3rd at 12pm and
May 5th at 5pm

Make the Most of Your
Vacation 

hosted by Elevations
Credit Union

 
May 17th at 12pm and

May 19th at 5pm
Buying Your Next Vehicle

hosted by Elevations
Credit Union

Aug. 2nd at 12pm &

Aug. 4th at 5pm

Designing a

Harmonious Life 

hosted by Elevations

Credit Union

Jun. 21st at 12pm
and 5pm

Zero Waste 
hosted by Elevations

Credit Union

Sept. 13th at 12pm &

Sept. 15th at 5pm

10 Tips for Healthy Eating 

hosted by Elevations Credit

Union
 

Sept. 27th at 12pm

Striking a Healthy

Financial Balance

hosted by Wells Fargo

Dec. 6th at 12pm & Dec. 8th at 5pm
Retirement Basics hosted by

Elevations Credit Union

Jul. 27th at 12pm 

Paying for College 

hosted by Wells Fargo

RSVP to Chelsea Jackson at
cjackson@imaginecolorado.org 

 to receive Zoom link

Aug. 23nd at 12pm &

Aug. 25th at 5pm

Family Health 

hosted by Kaiser

Permanente

Jun. 1st at 12pm and  
Jun. 3rd at 5pm
Food and Mood 
hosted by Kaiser

Permanente

Oct. 26th at 12pm
ID Theft and Fraud

Prevention 
hosted by Wells Fargo
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BENEFITS
spotlight

Employees who meet Imagine! benefit requirements are eligible for this benefit.

ALL ABOUT 

ALLERGIES
Ah-a-choo!

Though allergies can affect anyone, these 
characteristics can increase your risk:

• Being under 40 years old
• Having at least one parent with allergies
• Suffering from conditions such as asthma

Symptoms of allergies include:
• Sneezing
• Red, itchy or watery eyes
• Dry throat
• Stuffy nose

To alleviate allergy symptoms:
• Stay indoors when the pollen count outside is high.
• Keep your home clean and as dust-free as possible.
• Place pillows, mattresses and duvets in allergen-proof 

encasements.
• Use a vacuum cleaner with double bags, allergen-

trapping bags or a HEPA filter.
• Avoid having pets or going near others’ pets if you have 

animal allergies.
• In your home, choose hardwood floors instead of 

carpeting.

According to the American 
Academy of Allergy and 
Immunology, approximately 
half of the U. S. population 
suffers from allergies. These 
negative reactions occur as 
a result of coming in contact 
with normally harmless 
substances. Some allergies 
change or disappear over 
time, while seasonal attacks 
will return at the same time 
each year, lasting anywhere 
from a few weeks to a 
couple of months.

Did you 
know?

This flyer is for informational purposes only and is not intended as professional 
advice. © Zywave, Inc.  All rights reserved.
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May Anniversaries

CS - Community Services
ES - Employment Services
SA - School Age Services
RS - Residential Services
AD - Administration
DS - Dayspring
CM - Case Management
EI - Early Intervention
MH - Mental Health
FSSP - Family Support
IT - Information Technology
FO - Foundation
NS - Nursing
PR - Public Relations
ES - Emergency Systems
BO - Business Office
SC - Service Coordination
HR - Human Resources
BEH - Imagine! Behavorial 
Services
MH - Mental Health
ASD - Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Program

Department Key

May-2 Lou Ella Price RS 10
May-5 Jamie Zimenoff NS 7
May-6 Shawna Powell RS 2
May-6 Timothy Murray CS 2

May-11 Quincy Malecki SA 6
May-13 John Pacheco BO 2
May-15 Jason Kingsbury CS 15
May-16 Jennifer Kozlowski DS 15
May-16 Shanda Kinch EI 5
May-16 Todd Discher RS 25
May-18 Kourtney Lesperance CS 1
May-18 Caley O’Brien CS 1
May-18 Kelly Throckmorton SA 1
May-18 Annie Tribble BEH 1
May-20 Jeffrey Johnson CM 6
May-20 Daniel Welch BEH 8
May-27 Alexander Prokop RS 7
May-29 Rebecca Larson CM 3
May-29 Lauren Clements CS 3
May-29 Hadley Turner SA 3
May-31 Julie Wood SA 5
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